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Forecast International's Market Segment Analyses are sold as a Complete Data Package.  You 
receive not only the Analysis and related program reports in PDF form via email, but also a 
complete set of supporting products that allow you to pinpoint those segments of the market that 
best inform your marketing strategy.   

Complete Data Packages, as depicted below, are delivered via express courier and contain the 
following materials: 

 

 The Market Segment Analysis, containing: 

 10-year detailed production forecasts 

 An in-depth overview of the principal market motivators and constraints 

 Calculations of projected manufacturer market shares by units and value 

 All individual supporting program reports inclusive of contractor information and program 
history, with detailed forecast tables and a Forecast Rationale for each program 

 A CD containing the Analysis of the chosen market & supporting reports in MS® Word 

 Full market segment spreadsheets in MS® Excel, which allow users to manipulate data 

 A hard copy of the Analysis complete with 10-year production forecasts and a chart 
package 

 EMarket Alerts – Online access, as well as a twice weekly e-send of breaking industry 
news and recent developments pertaining to your market of interest 

FI's Market Segment Analyses are updated annually, making them indispensable tools for 
evaluating market potential.  Each Market Segment Analysis identifies key growth opportunities, 
strategic partners, and merger & acquisition targets. What's more, key trends and critical 
developments are closely tracked to keep you fully up to date on market opportunities.  

As an added benefit, the Complete Data Package is neatly presented in an elegant zipper case 
that is ideally suited for executive presentations.  



Military Aircraft Forecast 

©2019 June 2019 

Analysis 1 
The Market for Fighter Aircraft 

2019-2028 
Table of Contents 

Executive Summary ................................................................................................................................................. 2 

Introduction ................................................................................................................................................................ 2 

Trends .......................................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Competitive Environment ..................................................................................................................................... 18 

Market Statistics ..................................................................................................................................................... 22 

Table 1 - The Market for Fighter Aircraft 
Unit Production by Headquarters/Company/Program 2019 - 2028 ...................................................... 24 

Table 2 - The Market for Fighter Aircraft 
Value Statistics by Headquarters/Company/Program 2019 - 2028 ...................................................... 27 

Figure 1 - The Market for Fighter Aircraft 
Unit Production 2019-2028 (Bar Graph) ..................................................................................... 30 

Figure 2 - The Market for Fighter Aircraft 
Value of Production 2019-2028 (Bar Graph) .............................................................................. 30 

Table 3 - The Market for Fighter Aircraft 
Unit Production % Market Share by Headquarters/Company 2019 - 2028 .......................................... 31 

Table 4 - The Market for Fighter Aircraft 
Value Statistics % Market Share by Headquarters/Company 2019 - 2028 .......................................... 32 

Figure 3 - The Market for Fighter Aircraft 
Unit Production % Market Share 2019-2028 (Pie Chart) ............................................................ 33 

Figure 4 - The Market for Fighter Aircraft 
Value Statistics % Market Share 2019-2028 (Pie Chart)............................................................. 33 

 

*     *     *

  SA
MPLE



Military Aircraft Forecast 

©2018 June 2018 

The Market for Fighter Aircraft 

Executive Summary 
Manufacturers of fighter aircraft are forecast to build 
almost 3,250 fighters from 2018 through 2027.  The 
value of this production is estimated at over $249 billion 
in 2018 dollars.  Production will peak at 380 aircraft in 
2021.  Annual production will then decline slightly each 
year through 2027, falling to 269 aircraft that year. 

Lockheed Martin's F-35 will account for the largest 
share of fighter production over the next decade, due 
primarily to its selection as the tactical fighter of choice 
for the U.S. Air Force, Navy, and Marine Corps. 

The F-35 program has already secured a number of 
export customers, but Lockheed Martin must continue 
to reduce the procurement and operating costs of the 
aircraft if it is to achieve sales expectations on the world 
market. 

The outlook for the remaining U.S. fighters – the 
Boeing F-15 and F/A-18E/F Super Hornet and 
Lockheed Martin's own F-16 – was once grim but has 
improved in recent years.  While many of the U.S. 
government's allies – traditionally the best customers for 
U.S. fighters –will likely buy the F-35s, uncertainty 
over the F-35's capabilities and the high cost of early 
production aircraft are leading others to consider legacy 
U.S. aircraft. 

One key market for legacy aircraft from the U.S. and 
Europe is the Middle East.  Orders from energy-rich 

customers in the region are helping to extend production 
lines at Boeing, Lockheed Martin, Dassault and the 
Eurofighter consortium. 

Meanwhile, Russia's United Aircraft Corporation 
(UAC) will continue to provide fighters to nations 
outside the U.S. and European defense spheres.  China 
is a potential competitor in this submarket, but has yet 
to fully develop a solid export program for its most 
advanced fighters. 

The most promising markets for China are in Africa and 
Asia.  It offers the JF-17 light fighter in cooperation 
with Pakistan's PAC on the export market.  The aircraft 
is the lowest cost option for nations that need a fighter 
capable of engaging enemy aircraft beyond visual range.  
For nations that need more of a light attack aircraft 
capable of close-range air-to-air combat, the Korean 
manufacturer KAI offers the FA-50 variant of its 
supersonic T-50 jet trainer. 

China and Russia have both developed stealth fighters 
to compete against the F-35, but the technical 
capabilities of these low-observable models are difficult 
to judge given the level of secrecy surrounding the 
programs in both nations.  In any case, Russian- and 
Chinese-built fighters only occasionally compete with 
Western-built fighters in the international market, so the 
impact of new Russian or Chinese fighters on Western 
manufacturers is usually small in any given year. 
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PROGRAMS 
The following reports are included in this section:  (Note: a single report may cover several programs.) 

Boeing F/A-18E/F Super Hornet 
Boeing F-15 Eagle 
Chengdu Aircraft J-10 
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Dassault Rafale 
Eurofighter Typhoon 
Hindustan Aeronautics Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) 
Korea Aerospace Industries T-50/FA-50 
Lockheed Martin F-16 Fighting Falcon 
Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) 
RAC MiG MiG-29 
Saab JAS 39 Gripen 
Sukhoi Su-27/30/34/35 Series 
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