
U.S. Defense Budget Forecast
Quick Start Guide

Congratulations on subscribing to Forecast International’s U.S. Defense Budget Forecast module. Navigating 
the massive U.S. defense budget can be a daunting task. Yet staying apprised of the needs and wants of both 
the Department of Defense and Congress is critical for developing a successful market planning strategy. Time 
is valuable, and your organization deserves a tool that can quickly give you the data you need. FI's U.S. 
Defense Budget Forecast product is a comprehensive acquisition database that makes it easy for you to track 
the flow of U.S. military spending and to identify future opportunities and risk.

Our online interactive service provides real-time tracking of every program in the Pentagon's acquisition 
portfolio, starting with the President’s request and moving through the six congressional authorization and 
appropriations markups that occur throughout the year. The service also offers easy access to the Pentagon's 
five-year spending plan for its Procurement (P-1) and Research, Development, Test & Evaluation (R-1) 
accounts, all the way down to the program level. We also offer quick access to consolidated and program-level 
justification documents and provide custom market segment filters to facilitate your search.

The database includes analytical tools that are capable of identifying the winning and losing programs in the 
Pentagon's annual budget request, grouping related line items that are scattered throughout the budget to 
reveal total acquisition costs, and ranking programs within the budget by value.

Please take a few minutes to read through this guide, which can make your usage of the system far 
more effective and speed up your data query. Note that in this guide, we present a search for specific 
information, such as U.S. Air Force Procurement funding, as an example of how to navigate the product.
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Go to www.forecastinternational.com 
and log in to the Intelligence Center 
using your email address and password. 
Note: All portal clients are assigned a 
unique URL and do not need to log in.

http://www.forecastinternational.com/


To begin your search, 
click on the button 
labeled U.S. Defense 
Budget Forecast.



The home page features 
real-time updates on 
defense committee 
votes, with links to 
congressional bills as 
they are released.

Forecast 
International 
provides highlights 
of defense 
legislation as well 
as an industry 
news feed.

When navigating 
the database, you 
can use the fiscal 
year dropdown to 
view historical 
datasets.



Track the entire acquisition 
budget through the 
congressional budget cycle.  
Click an appropriation 
account name to view all 
lines in that account.

Download the current data 
set in Excel. This feature is 
available throughout the 
RDT&E (R-1) and 
Procurement (P-1) tabs.



Use the fiscal 
year dropdown 
to view historical 
budget data. 

Click gray bar to filter 
data by cost type, 
service/agency, 
appropriation account, 
and budget activity. 
Select your criteria and 
click Apply Filter.



Shows details of Air Force 
Aircraft Procurement 
account.

You can click the View 
Historical Spending & 
Future Years Defense 
Program link on any level 
of the site to view a ten-
year funding snapshot. 



View congressional markups for 
individual programs. Click the 
program name to view additional 
details about that program, 
including a link to the DoD 
budget justification document.



Here, for example, is a portion 
of the details for the F-35, 
including congressional funding 
changes, links to justification 
documents, and quantities 
when applicable.

Here you find the final 
amount appropriated by 
Congress for the fiscal year. 

Access a program's justification document  
direct from the DoD Budget Request (see 
example next page). 



Example of F-35 justification document from 
DoD Budget Request.



View five years of historical 
spending alongside the 
Pentagon's Future Years 
Defense Program for all 
acquisition programs. 

Download an Excel 
worksheet that includes 
all procurement programs. 
Procurement worksheets 
will have one tab showing 
funding amounts and 
another tab showing 
quantities. 



Download an Excel 
sheet of the data you 
are currently viewing. 

See the topline 
projections for each 
account. Click the 
account name to view 
program details.

Download an Excel 
sheet that includes all 
procurement programs 
for every service.



Presents a 10-year view of 
the selected appropriation 
account 

Use this toggle to select 
between viewing funding 
amounts and procurement 
quantities; only applicable 
in procurement accounts.



The Future Opportunity line 
shows all future funding forecast 
by the DoD for a given 
appropriation account that has not 
been allocated to an existing 
program in the latest budget 
request. This funding would be 
available for new programs in 
future budgets.

Click a program name to 
view additional forecast 
details, including a link to 
the program's justification 
document.



Select these categories 
to filter budget data by 
market segment. Where 
applicable, categories 
include a Retrofit & 
Modernization 
counterpart to 
distinguish between new 
production and 
upgrades.

Click on this box to select 
all categories and click it 
again to unselect all 
categories.



The results will show 
you topline funding 
levels for all line items 
that match your search 
criteria. This data does 
not include future 
programs that do not yet 
appear in the budget 
request.



Click an appropriation account to view 
all the line items within the account that 
match your search criteria.

The download links will generate Excel 
worksheets with a list of all programs 
that match your search criteria, either 
for all services or an individual service.



Click here for a Defense 
Budget Analysis that is 
updated annually shortly after 
the release of the Pentagon's 
budget request.



The FI Analysis 
includes a U.S. 
defense spending 
discussion and 
outlook.



Each line item is 
an active link that 
will take you 
directly to a 
program's detail 
page.

This section 
provides a list of 
all new line items 
in each budget 
request. Use the 
fiscal year 
dropdown to view 
new lines in past 
budgets.



Displays the top 25-line items, with 
options to filter by service, 
appropriation account, and budget 
activity. Click on "Budget Category" to 
display a market segment filter that 
can be used on its own or in 
conjunction with the other filters. 

The default view displays 
both Procurement and 
RDT&E lines together. 
Use the R1/P1 toggle if 
you want to view 
Procurement or RDT&E 
separately.

Click "Apply Filters" to run 
your query and click "Reset" to 
clear your search parameters. 
(new caption)



Shows portion of 
table accompanying 
the above chart, with 
outyear spending.

You may want to 
view more than the 
top 25. Click this link 
to download an 
Excel worksheet of 
all line items that 
match your filters, 
ordered by funding 
amount.

The side bar shows 
your current filters.



The Winners and Losers 
toggle shows the programs 
that gained and lost the most 
funding in the current budget 
request compared to the 
DoD's projections from the 
previous year's request.

Select Winners and 
Losers to see how 
acquisition funding 
plans have changed 
from the previous year's 
budget request.

Click this link for an Excel 
download of all DoD 
acquisition programs that 
match your search criteria, 
sorted by funding change from 
the previous year's budget 
forecast



This section functions identically 
to the previous Top DoD Line 
Items tab, but groups related line 
items together. The F-35 program, 
for example, comprises over a 
dozen individual line items.

This display only includes 
major programs for which 
Forecast International 
maintains a system report. 
The names displayed here 
reflect the name of the system 
report and may not match DoD 
budget nomenclature.



In the table below the chart, if you 
click a program name (for example, 
Boeing KC-767/KC-46A), you will be 
presented with a display of all of the 
individual acquisition line items that 
feed into the program.

You can click on each line item 
within the popup window to view 
additional details for that line, 
including a link to that line's budget 
justification document.



Use the Winners and Losers toggle 
to see how major programs have 
been impacted by the new budget 
request.



Click on a program name to view 
how funding for individual line 
items within that program changed 
from the previous year's budget 
request.



The news section is 
updated regularly with 
industry news, including 
press releases, 
abstracts of news 
articles, and articles 
written by Forecast 
International analysts.



This section includes highlights of the 
DoD budget request and of legislation 
released by the congressional defense 
committees. Highlights include a 
summary of overall funding, major 
funding cuts or additions, and a 
discussion of provisions that may impact 
acquisition programs.



This section is the home 
for all defense budget 
documentation, including 
budget request 
documents as well as 
congressional legislation. 

To return to the 
“Intelligence Center” at 
any time during your 
search, click on this link.



Thank you!
For any additional questions or further training, please contact 

customerservice@forecast1.com or call 203-426-0800. 

It will be our pleasure to assist you!

75 Glen Road Ste. 302 Sandy Hook, CT 06482 USA
Phone: 203.426.0800 Toll-Free: 800.451.4975 (USA & Canada) 

www.forecastinternational.com  |  customerservice@forecast1.com

mailto:customerservice@forecast1.com
http://www.forecastinternational.com/
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